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Sc. Sc. Ec. 


2 CHRON. xx. 20. 


be in the Lord your God, ſo Ball 5 
| be efublſhed; believe his Prophets, ſo Bal 
ye proſper, N 


I the begluning of this chapter, we have an 
account of an invaſion of the land of Judea, 
iu the times of Jehoſhaphat, by the neighbour- 
ing nations, who joined in confederacy againſt 
the Jews. Theſe people were always a typical 
people, and in this their caſe and circumſtances; 


were an emblem of the church and people of 


God; who in their preſent ſtate are militant. 
They are ſurrounded with enemies, as the Jews 
were, which are many, lively, and ſtrong ; 
they have numerous flefhly luſts, which war 


A 2 againſt 


[4 ] 


againſt their ſouls; and ſome enemies that are, 


not fleſh and blood, but ſpiritual wickedneſſes, 


with whom they wreſtle ; and even the whole 
world is againſt them, and hate, oppoſe, and 
perſecute them in one ſhape or another to the 
uttermoſt ; ſo that, upon one account or anos 
ther, for the moſt part, w/out are ſightings, 


within, are fears *. 


The method Jehoſhaphat and his people took 


in this their diſtreſs, was to Teek the Lord by 


prayer, and aſk help of him, Prayer is a ſpe- 
cial piece of the-Chriftian armour; it is the laſt 


that is mentioned in the account of it; it is the 
Sy dernjer reſort of believers, and which they often 
uůe to good pur poſe and great advantage. There 


were ſome ſort of devils in Chriſt's time, who 
could not be diſpoſſeſſed by any other means: 


Satan has often felt the dint- of this weapon of 


our Warfare, and dreads it; and dreaded it has 
been by ſome of his iuſtruments. Mary, Queen 


of Scots, uſed to ſay, that the dreaded more the 


prayers of John Knox, afamous Reformer, than 
ten thouſand armed men; ſo effectual is the fer- 
vent prayer of the righeeous, as for the bring- 
9775 down the: UII Yo covey of * | 
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vpon them, ſo for the intimidating of their ene · 
mies, and for their protection from them. 

The excellent prayer of Jehoſhaphat, on this 
occaſion, js recorded; which begins with tak- ' 
ing notice of the place of the divine reſidence, 
heaven; in like manner as our Lord taught his 
diſciples to pray, ſaying firſt of all, Our Father 
which art in headen b,; and of the ſovereignty: 
of God over all the kingdoms of the world; and 
of his uncontroulable and irreſiſtable power; 
and of his being the covenant-God and Father of 
his people; all which are neceſſary to be ob- 
ſerved by us, in our addreſſes to him, to raiſe in 
our minds juſt ideas of him, and to encourage 
our faith and hope in him. The royal ſaint goes 
on to make mention of the works of God of 
old; his works of power and might, of grace 
aud goodneſs, in driving the heathens out of the 
land of Cauaan, and giving it to the ſeed of 
Abraham for ever; from whence he hoped and 
concluded, it would not be given up again into 
the hands of their enemies. He takes notice of 
the fanctuary or temple that was built in it, 
where Jehovah dwelt, granted his preſence to 
His people, and heard and helped them in the 
times of their diſtreſs; which was a type of 


b Mat. vi. g. g 
| _ Chriſt's 


Fa 
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Ehcift's human nature, the temple of his body, 
the true tabernacle which God pitched, and not 
man, in which dwells all the fulneſs of the 
Godhead; and, for the ſake of him; the Lord 
hears and anſwers the prayers of his people, 
when they look, as Jonah did, towards his holy 
temple e, and which, with great pertinency, is 


here obſerved. Next the ingratitude of their ene» 


mies is taken notice of; when Iſrael came out of 9 


Egypt, and paſſed through the wilderneſs, they 


were bid not to meddle or diſtreſs the Moabites, 
Ammonites, and Edomites, but turn away from 


them, as they did; who now reward them evil 
for good, by attempting to diſpoſſeſs them of the 
land given them to inherit: and therefore it 


was hoped the Lord would judge their cauſe, and 


light their wrongs; ſince the king and his peo- 
8 ple: had no power to oppoſe ſuch a numerous 


army that was come up againſt them; but their 
eyes were to the Lord, and on him were their 


dependance, and n _ __ left the _ | 


of things, | | 
Tbe Lord eelently- ſhewed himſelf to be a 


God hearing and anſwering prayer; for imme- 


- diately, as the king and all the people ſtood be. 


fore the Lord, to hear what he would ſay unto 


Jonah ii. 4. 
Yo TE them, 
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them, the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jaha- 
ziel, a Levite, who ſtood up and propheſied, and 
- bid the people not to be diſmayed at the num- 
ber of their enemies; told where they were to 
be met with; aſſured them of victory, nay, 
that they had no need to fight, the Lord would 
fight for them; and that they had nothing to do, 

but to ſtand ſtill and ſee the ſalvation of God 
*which meſſage Jehoſhaphat and the people re- 
ceived with faith, with holy reverence and 
godly fear, bowing their heads and worſhip- 
ping: and fo fully aſſured were they of the 
truth of what was promiſed them, that they 
ſung the praiſes of God, before the delive- 
rance was wrought ; upon which they marched 
out to meet the enemy, when Jehoſhaphat, at 
the head of his army, addrefled it in the words 
firſt read; Believe in the Lord your God, ſo 
ſhall ye be eftabliſhed ; believe his prophets, ſo 
ſhall ye proſper : Do not truit in your num- 
« bers, nor in your own ſtrength, courage, and 
«* ſkill; but truſt in your covenant-God, ſo 
4% ſhall ye be ſtrengthened, confirmed, 40d 
animated to engage your enemies, with true 
oY fortitude of mind; believe what he has fad 
by his prophets, N by Jahaziel, 
who has juſt now delivered a meſſage from 
F . him to * ſo ſhall ye ſucceed againſt your 
enemies, 


1 


* enemies, and. obtain a complete victory over, 
e them. This is the: ſenſe of the words re- 
ſpecting the pneſent caſe; but they may bo ap- 
mlieg to, believers in any, age or, period of time, 
+ ith Whatſoever caſe or, circumſtances: they may, 
bez the wain and principal thing in them, is, 
a ekelig: concerning which, 
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J. Lſhall.confider the kind and nature of it. 
| 1. Tha objects of it, as here ee, hs 
.᷑ xd G0 and his prophets... | 
| ur Ee from it, abel. 


1 T ſhall conſider ths ih tha ritrbrs of 
2 1 there are various ſorts of ' faith, as rhe 
= apoſtle ſuggeſts; when he ſays d, Though” r 
_— - ie all faith ; that is, all forts of faith; whit 

In | beſo; pppſes a man may have, and not have chu. 

ri, love, or true grace; he means alk ſorts But 
one; namely, ſpecial faith; for whoſbever Has 
chat, lias charity or love; for faith workerh' by 

beer however there are ſeveral! ſorts or kind 
8 
73 1. There ! is a faith” of mitaeles, 8 


33 and which the apoſtle, in the aboy 
| words has ini view, _ it e d tut 7 


11 een. , Gal. v. b« | he 
BG eine! | could 
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tould remove mountains ; referting to what our 
Lord faid to his diſciples ; 1f ye have faith as 
a grain of muſtard-ſeed, ye tall ſay unto this 
mountain, Remove hence to yonder flare, and 
it ſhall remove ; and nothing ſtall be impolſible 
unto you. Chriſt, when he gave his diſciples 
a commiſſion to preach the goſpel, gave them 
power, of working miracles to confirm it ; he 
gave them power over unclean ſpirits, to caſt 
them out, and to heal all manner of diſeaſes 3 
and Judas, no doubt, had this power as well as 


the reſt ; for a man in theſe times might have 


ſuch a faith, and ſuch a power, and yet not 
have that ſpecial faith which iſſues in ſalvation. 
We reads of ſome that caſt out devils in the 
name of Chriſt, and yet are not, and will not be 


known and acknowledged by him as his. 


2. There is a faith which is commonly called 
an hiſtorical faith; which is a mere aſſent to a 
ſet of propoſitions as true, and which are true 


2 
in themſelves; as, | 


That there is but one God. That there is 2 


God, may be known aud believed by the light. 


of nature, may be concluded from the things that 
are made by him; and that this God is but one, 


f Mart. xvii, 204 4 Mat, vii. 22, 23, 


is 1 


is the voice of reaſon and revelation ; the lan- 
guage both of the Old and of the New Teſtament ; 
the faith of Jews and Chriſtians ; and it is right 
to believe it; and which may be done where 
there is not true ſpecial faith: thou helieveſt 
that there is one God, thou doſt well, the devils 
alſo believe and tremble : that is, they believe 
there is one God, and know there 1s but one, 
and tremble through fear of his awful majeſty. 


With this ſort of faith a man may believe 
all that. is faid and is true of Jeſus Chriſt ; as 
that he is God over all, bleſſed for ever; the 
true God and eternal life; ; that be is the Son of 
| | | God, and Saviour of the world ; that he is God 
and man in one perſon ; that he became incar- 
nate; that he ſuffered and died for the fins of 
men; that he was buried, and roſe again from 
the dead; that he aſcended up to heaven, is {er 
| down at the right hand of God, and will come 
_ a ſecond time to judge the world; all Which a 
man may believe, and yet be deſtitute of tlie 
1 true grace of God. There are indeed ſome 
ſtrong expreſſions in the epiſtle of the apoſtle 
John, where he ſays, that every Spirit that con- 
 feffeth that Jeſus Chriſt is tome in the fleſh, is 


n James ii. 19. 


« = | 
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of Godi, and whoſoever believeth that Jeſs 
2s the Chriſt, is born of Cod : whereas now 
there are all nations that believe theſe things, 
of multitudes of whom it cannot be thought 
that they are regenerate perſons, It will help 
us over this difficulty a little by conſidering 
times, and times: in the apoſtles times, theſe 
truths were generally denied ; the whole world, 
Jews and Gentiles, oppoſed them; and then for 
a man to believe and profeſs them in the face of 


all oppoſition, and under the ſcandal of the 


croſs, was a great matter; it was reckoned a 
proof of true grace, and a criterion of a man's 
regeneration: but now ſince Chriſtianity is eſta- 
bliſhed, and become the religion of nations, to 
believe all this is no mark or ſigu of being born 
again; for ſuch a national faith is no better than 
the faith of Indians and Mahometans, only it 
happens to have a better object; for the ground 
and reaſon: of it is the ſame; namely, being 
born and brought up among thoſe who generally 
believe in the ſame way. Though it may be,.the 
true ſenſe of the above expreſſions is this; that 
every one that embraces, poſſeſſes, or preaches 
that Chriſt is come in the fleſh, or is become in- 


1 1 John iv, 2. A020 2280 1 John v. 16 | 
32 | carnate, 
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t 
carnate, is on the fide of God and truth; and that 
whoever believes that Jeſus of Nazareth is the 
true Meſſiah, is a regenerate perſon; that is, 


his work, as the Meſſiah was to make atone» 


nent for ſin, and procure the pardon of it, and 
bring in everlaſting righteouſnets, and obtain ſal» 


vation for men; he deals by faith with him for 
theſe things; with his atoning ſacrifice for - the 
explation of ſin; with his blood for pardon and 


cleanſing, and with his righteouſneſs for juſtifica» 


tion; receives him as a Saviour, and depends upon 
hit for life and ſalvation ; otherwiſe, barely 


believing him to be the Meſſinh, is no other than 
what the devils themſelves do; who, in the days 


of his feth}oknew: and _— 1 to be the 


hriſt, the Son of God“ 1 


3 With this ſort of Kits: man Ak ych WI all 


bur do@riies of the gaſpel;;and-yet not have the 
_ totoof che matter in him, or true grace. Men 
may have the” whole form af goſpel · doctrine in 
their heads and deny the. power of it, or not feel 


in their hearts; they may believe the things 


e0heertithg'the Einddom of God and qeſus Chriſt, 


6 Simon Magus did, or? bawever pfufeſſod ta 


do, and yet be with him in the gall of hitter- 


neſs and, bond of / iniquity. Vea, many have 
Luke iv. 34.81 
had 


not barely aſſents to this truth; but whereas 


: 


* 


| © 3y 1 
had ſuch a degtee of knowledge in evangelical 
things, as to be able to preach the goſpel clearly 
and diſtinctly, to propheſy or preach in Chriſt's 
name, and yet knew him not ſpiritually and 
experimentally, or were known by him; they 
may ſpeak with the tongues of men and an- 
gels, have all knowledge and all faith of this 
kind, and yet be without charity or true love to 
God, to Chriſt, and to divine and ſpiritual 
things. Indeed, without believing the goſpel 
of Chriſt; and the things concerning him, there 
can be no true faith in him: men can't be chil- 
dren of light without believing the light of the 
goſpel, or giving credit to the goſpel-revelation z 
and therefore our Lord exhorts men to believe in 
the tight} that they mig lit be children of the 
Hight n, the way and means of being ſo, is to 
attend unto and believe the goſpel - ſcheme; but 
then this may be believed and yet men fall 
ſhort of the true light of ſpecial grace. 
This faith is but a temporary faith, a believ- 
ing for a {while .; and it need not be thought 
ſtrange if perſons that have only this ſhould 
'make-: ſhipwreck. of it, and put away a good 
conſcienee; and which is no inſtance of a true 
believer's falling away from grace; whereas 
thoſe Tha have true faith, and live by. it on | 


.m John xĩi. 36. | 5 * 
- Chriſt, 
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Chtiſt, are not of them that draw back unto 
perdition, but of them that believe to the ſaving 


of the ſoul: which briugs me to obſerve, 


| 1gov That there is a ſpecial and ſpiritual faith, 


to which falvation is annexed ; with which he 


that believes ſhall be ſaved according to the goſ- 
pel- declaration; and which directs and encou- 
rages ſenſible ſinners to look to Chriſt, and bes 
lieve in him, aſſuring them they ſhall be ſaved. 
The ſcheme of ſalvation the goſpel publiſhes and 
proclaims:is,/that-it is by grace through faith 
itChrift : hence, I ſuppoſe, it is that this ſort 
of faith is commonly called ſaving ſaith, to 


diiſtinguiſh it from others ; though I think not 


with ſtrict juſtneſs and propriety, and could 


wiſh the phraſe was diſuſed ; ſince it ſeems to 
dexogate and detract from the glory of Chriſt, 
who is the alone Saviour, and to carry off the 


mind from the eee to the act of it. 

But be this as it will: ee e io Sock 
This ſort of faith is not wy a man elk; f it 
does not owe its original to the creature ; it is 
expreſsly denied to be of man; that not of 
your ſolves," it is the gift of God a; it it not the 
effect of pure nature; it is not the produce of 
man's free-will and all men have not 


; faith v: there are few that have it, af thoſe 


* n Eph. ii. 8. 7 Lag | .Þ'2 Theſſ. iii. 2. 


- 
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chat have it, have it not from nature, but by 
the grace of God. No man, fays Chriſt, can 
come unto me; that is, believe in him; for 
coming to Chriſt, and believing 1 in him are the 
ſame thing, except it were given him of my Fa- 
ther d. And again, No man can come unto me, 
except the Father, which hath ſent me, draw 
him* ; that is, by the influence of his Spirit 


and grace. 


Nor is this ſort of faith of the law of 2 - 
bis as the law. is not of faith*,, ſo neither is faith 
of the law; the law is not ſo much as the 
means of it, nor does it reveal the object, nor 
require the act, or direct and encourage to it: it 
is not the means of true faith in Chriſt ; faith 
comes by hearing the word of God t,; but by 
what part of it? not the law but the goſpel; 


received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, 


or by the hearing cf faith" ? that is, by the 
preaching of the law, and the works of it, or 
by the preaching of the doctrine of faith ? bythe 
latter, and not the former: and as the Spirit is not 
received in that way, or by ſuch meaus, ſo not 
the graces of the Spirit, and particularly 
faith. How ſhould it come this way, ſince 
the law does not reveal the object of it, Chriſt, 


„e es. John vi. 4. 64. ll. 15. 
% Rem. x. 15. u Gal. jii. 2. 
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vr give the leaſt hint concerning him By the 
taw ts the” knowledge of in v; but not the 
knowledge of a © Saviour from ſin: did it re- 
veal Chriſt to a poor awakened ſinner, it 
would not work that wrath in his con ſcience, 


or leave him without hope of | mercy, as it 


does; and if it knows nothing, and makes 
known nothing of the object of faith, how can 
it be thought it ſhould require the act of it? 


does it require an act upon an unknown ob⸗ 


ject? does it require men to believe in an 
object it does not reveal or give the leaſt diſ- 
covery of ? how ſhould they believe in cons 


ſequence of ſuch a requirement, of whom they 


have not heard the leaſt tittle froin the law ? 
hor does the law give any direction or en- 
coyragernent to ſouls to believe in Chriſt 3 its 


language 3 18, Do this and lide x, but not Abe 


in Chrift and be ſaved this is the voice of 
the goſpel, and not of the law, Should it be 
faid that faith is reckoned among the 


weightier matters-of Pt law *; this is to be un- 


derſtood either of fidelity, of faithfulneſs among 
men, or of ttuſt in God, as the God of na- 


ture and e Sc. giving credit t to ths 


* Rom. i iii. 20. * 2 in. 12. ; Y Age xvi. 31. 
„Matt. xxiii. 23, , | N 
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revelation 
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revelation of his will, and the the werde of him 
according to it. 

True faith in Chriſt comes from another 
quarter than from the covenant of works, 
and flows in another channel; it is a blefling 
of the covenant of grace, of that covenant 
which is ordered in all things, and ſure a; 
for the glory of God, Father, Son, and Spi- 


rit, and for the good of the covenant- ones; 
it provides all bleflings of grace for them, 


for time and eternity, and among the reſt 
faith in Chriſt Jeſus. This lays open and ex- 
poſes a miſtaken and falſe notion of ſome 
who aſſert, that faith and repentance are con- 


ditions of the covenant of grace, when they 


are the bleſſings of it, included in that pro- 
miſe; A new heart alſo will I grve unto you, 
and a new ſpirit will Iput within you; and I 
will take away the ſtony heart out of your fleſh, 
and I will give you an heart of fleſhv; and theſe 
are gifts without repentance, which God 
never revokes or takes back, or ſuffers to be 
of no effect. Faith in Chriſt is the fruit of 
electing grace, and is as ſure as ſalvation it- 
ſelf; the one is in the decree of the means, 
the other in the decree of the end; that de- 


b Ezek. xxxvi. 26. 
C cree 


® 2 Sam. X3lije 5. 
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ree of election, which ſecures the end, falua- 
on, ſecures alſo the means, ſantt fication of 
the Spirit, and belief of the truth<; or faith 
in Chriſt, who is the truth; ſo it has been 
in all ages, now is, and ever ſhall be, that 
as many as were ordained unto eternal life 
believed) i. hence true faith is called the faith 
of God's_eleft* ; it being certain, proper aud 
peculiar to om: and this 1s the true reaſon 
why one believes, and another does not ; as * 
our Lord ſays of ſome, Ye believe not, becauſe © 3 
ye are not of my ſheeþf ; the ſheep which the 7 
Father gave unto me in election, and in the 

- covenant of grace: let auy man riſe up and 2 
give a better reaſon if he can, than this that 1 
Chriſt has given, why one believes in him, 
and another does not. Believing in him is the 
pure gift of God, of his rich loyereign and diſ- 
Ainguiſhing grace ; he gives it to one, and de- 
nies it to another, as he pleaſes; ; he Ades the 
things of Chriſt, and of the goſpel, from the 
wiſe and prudent, and does not vouchſafe unto 
them faith in them; and reveals them unto 
babes ; and gives them faith i in his Son ; and no 
other reaſon can be given « of it than his ſovereign 


« 2 The. il. j A4 zl. 6. Fit, . x, 
f John X. 26. 2 | * 7 : 
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pleaſure : even ſo Father, ſays Chriſt, for /o 
it ſeemed good in thy fight s. 
Special faith in Chriſt is of the operation of 
the Spirit of God; he produces it by his migh- 
ty power in the foul ; he enlightens the mind, 
reveals the object, brings near Chriſt, his righ- 
teouſneſs and ſalvation, and enables the ſenſible 
ſinner to look unto him, lay hold on him, and 
receive him . as his Saviour and Redeemer : 
hence he is called the Spirit of faith ; becauſe 
he is the author of it, who begins and carries 
on, and will perform the work of faith with 
power ; the principal uſe of which grace is to 
receive all from Chriſt, and give him the 
glory. God has put this honour upon it, to 
conſtitute and appoint it to be the recerver-ge- 
neral of all the bleſſings of grace, It receives 
Chriſt himſelf as the Father's free-gift ; it re- 
ceives out of the fulneſs of Chriſt, even 
grace for grace, or an abundance of it; it re- 
ceives the bleſſing of righteouſneſs from the 
Lord for juſtification ; it receives the remiſſion 
of {ins through his blood, according to the goſ- 
pel-declaration ; it receives the adoption of chil- 
dren, in conſequence of the way being g opened for 
at through the redemption which is in Chriſt ; 
it receives the inheritance among them that are 
ſanCtified, the right unto it, and the claim u pork 


£ Matt. xi. 28, h 2 Cor. i 12. 
1 £ 3 


. 0 
it; and to this poſt it is advanced, that all the 
' glory might redound to the grace of God; it is 
of faith, that it might be by grace i there are 
other uſes of faith, and actings of it, which will 
be. obſerved under the following head. I now 


os to con lider, 


Il. The objects of faith, as in the words di- 
tected to, the Lord God and his prophets. 
Iſt. The Lord our God, who is the one Lord to be 
believed in; Hear, O Iſrael, the Lord our God 
is one Lord *: from which pafſage the ancient 
Jews | have eſtabliſhed the doctrine of a Trinity 
ol perſons in the Godhead, as well as the doc- 
trine of the unity of the divine Being ; and cer- 
tain it is, that Father, Son, and Spirit, are the 
one God; and each, and every one of them, are 
to be believed in, and are the proper objects of 
1 
1. God the Father is the object of faith, 
who is to be believed in; and to believe in him, 
is not merely to believe his exiſtence and per- 
fections, for he is a fool indeed that believes 
there is no God: nor merely to believe in him 
as the God of nature and providence, and to Fi 
truſt in him for the preſervation of life, and if 
the continuance of the bleſſings and mercies of C 


I Boa. 16. 1 k Deut. vi. 4» 
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it, and to glorify him for them; though there 

are ſome who believe there is a God, yet do not 

glorify him as ſuch, nor truſt in his goodneſs, 

nor are thankful for providential favours : but to 

believe in him with a ſpecial faith, 1s to believe 

in him as he has proclaimed his name in Chriſt, 

A God gracious and merciful, pardoning ini- 
quity, tranſgreſion and in m, it is to believe 
in him as out covenant God and Father, for ſo 
he is to his people in Chriſt; he is to them 
what he is to him, as he ſays", I aſcend to 
my Father, and your Father, and to my God, 
and your God : it was a noble a& of faith ex- 
preſſed by David o, I truſted in thee, O Lord, 
T ſaid, Thou art my God; and ſuch ſhould be- 
heve that this God, who is their God, will be 
their God and guide even unto death ; fince co- 
venant-relation always ſubſiſts, and can never 
be made void. And whereas the Father of 
Chriſt ſtands in the relation of a Father to his 


people; it becomes them, having had the teſ- 


timony of the Spirit of adoption, witneſſiug to 
their ſpirits that they are the children of God, 
to call him in faith, and with a filial fear and 
reverence, their Father, and not turn away 


from him: to believe in him, is to believe in 


m Exod. Xxxiv. 6. = John xx, 17. „ Pf. xxxi. 14. 
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his everlaſting and unchangeable love; and to 
believe that it is fo, and their intereſt in it, it 
being ſhed abroad in their hearts, by the Spirit 
given unto them; this love being declared unts 
them by the Lord himſelf, and affirmed in the 
ſtrongeſt terms, ſaying P, I have loved thee with 
an everlaſting love; of which he has given full 
proof, not only by his choice of them in Chriſt, 
and by the redemption of them through him; 
but by drawing them with: loving kindnefs to 
himſclf, in effe&ual vocation; it ſhould be be- 
lieved: it is a glorious. act of faith of the apoſ- 
tles, when he ſays d, I am perſuaded, that 
neither death nor life, nor angels, nor prin- 
cipalities, nor powers, nor things preſent, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other creature, ſhall be able to ſeperate us from 
the love / God, which 1s in Chrift Jeſus our 
Lord, this is to be rooted and grounded in it. 
To believe in God the Father, is to believe in 
him as the God of all grace, the author and giver 
of it; that his grace is ſufficient for us in all 
times of need; that he is able to cauſe all 
grace to abound towards us; and that he will 
ſupply all our wauts, according to his riches 
in glory by Chriſt Jeſus : it is to believe in his 


promiſes, 
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promiſes, which are exceeding great and pre 

gious; that he is faithful who hath promiſed, 

and will perform; that he will never ſuffer his 
faithfulneſs to fail, nor any good word which 
he has ſpoken ; : that all his promiſes are yea and 
amen in Chriſt: it is to believe in his power, 
that he is able alſo to perform and make good 
what he has ſaid; and likewiſe that there is in 
him everlaſting ſtrength, and that according to 
his promiſe, as our day is, our ſtrength ſhall 
be; and that we are, and ſhall be kept by his 
ower, through faith, unto ſalvation. 

2. Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of God, is alſo the 
object of faith: Ye believe in God, believe alſo 
in mer, ſays Chriſt himſelf; who is God as 
well as the Father, and to be, believed in 
equally with him: the goſpel directs to faith in 
Chriſt, and it is the principal thing it encourages 
to; the miniſters of it point him out to ſenſible 

and diſtreſſed finners, ſaying, Believe on the 
: Lord Jeſus Chrift, and ye ſhall be ſaved . the 
ſum of the goſpel, of the word of faith is, 
That if thou ſhalt confeſs with the mouth the 
Lord Jeſus, and ſhall believe in thine heart 
that God hath raiſed him from the dead, thou 
ſhalt be ſaved ; for with the heart man believeth 


r John xiv. 11. Act xvi. 31. 
unto 
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unto righteouſneſs, and with the mouth confeſ- 
fon is made unto ſalvationt - The Targum, or 
Chaldee paraphraſe of our text, is, Believe in 
the word of the Lord your God ; where the Pa- 
raphraſt, by the memra Jehovah, or word of the 
Lord, does not mean the written word of the 
Lord, the Scriptures; nor the oral word of the 
Lord, what was ſpoken by the prophets, as 1t 
zs faid he ſometimes does; ſince it follows, in 
the ſame paraphraſe, Believe in his law, and 
in his prophets ; wherefore it is to be under- 
Mood of the eſſential Word, the Son of God, 
who is to be believed in; and various are the 
acts of faith which are exerciſed on him, or be- 
heving on him is expreſſed by various things. 
Faith in Chriſt is ſignified by /ceing him, 
and looking unto him; an unknown Chriſt can- 
not, but an unſeen Chriſt is, and may be, the 
object. of faith: Faith is the evidence of things 
nat ſeen , the principal of which is an unſeen 
Chriſt: the believer, by faith, beholds the 
glory of his perſon, the fulneſs of his 
grace, the excellency of his righteouſneſs, the 
preciouſneſs and efficacy of his blood, and the 
ſuitableneſs of his ſalvation; and it looks to 
bim for peace and pardon, for righteouſneſsy 
eternal life and happineſs ; and keeps looking 


| e Rom. x. 9, 10. u Heb, xi« 1. 


[3 88:1 


to him as the author and finiſher of faith. Tt 
is a molion of the foul towards Chriſt; it not 
only looks at him, and gazes with admiration 
and pleaſure on the glories of his perſon, and 
the riches of his grace, but goes out unto him: 
faith is the ſoul's coming to Chriſt, which it 
is encouraged to do, by his kind invitation, 
Come unto me, all ye that labour, and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you reſt®; and by his 
gracious declarations and reſolutions, that he 
will in no wife caſt out him that cometh to 
him *: yea, it is expreſſed by a ſwift motion to 
him ; by a fleeing to him for refuge, under a 
ſenſe of fin and danger; by running to the 
hams of the Lord for ſafety, which is as a ſtrong 
tower; and by turning into the ſtrong-hold 
Chriſt, as priſoners of hope: to believe in him, 
is not only to behold him with an eye of faith, 
to flee and come unto him in a way of believing, 
but to lay hold upon him, and embrace him; 
for Chriſt is a tree of l fe to them that lay hold 
upon him, and happy is every one that retain- 
eth him: it is to lay hold upon the ſkirt of 
him that is a Jew; to lay hold upon his righ- 
teouſneſs ; to lay hold upon his ſtrength ; to lay 
hold upon his covenant ; the bleſſings and pro- 
miles of it; to lay hold on him, as the Mediator 


w Math, zi. . = John vi. 3 »y Prov, ii. 18. 
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of the covenant ; to hold 4 faſt, and not let 
bim go; ſaying with Job, Though he lay me, yet 
will T truſt, in himie alſo. ſhall be my ſal- 
vatton z. Faith in Chriſt is a leaning on him, 
while paſſing. through this wilderneſs ; it is a 
recumbency, a relying upon him, for ſalvation ; 
a ſtaying a man's ſelf upon the mighty God of 
Jacob; laying the whole ſtreſs of his ſalvation 
on him; caſting all his care, and all his burdens | 
on him, who has promiſed to ſuſtain him and 
| them ; believing, he is able to keep him from 
falling, and to keep what he bas committed ta 
bim; for to believe in Chriſt, is to giue up all 
into his hands, our ſouls, and the eternal con- 
| 9 00 of them; to expect all grace, and all the 
ſupplies of it from him, even all grace here, 
and glory hereafter : it is, in one word, to deal 
with his perſon for acceptance with God; with 
his blood tor pardon and cleanſing ; with his ſa- 
217 for atonement; ; with his righteouſneſs 
or juſtification ; - with bis fulneſs for every ſup- 
5 of 228 Ae for bis N unto eterual 
ue... | 
"The Holy. Spirit of God! 15 :likewils 3 ob. 
| of faith ; we read and hear much of faith, i in 
| God, and « of faith in Jeſus Chriſt, but very little 
| o- b .1 in the Holy Gboſt; and vet as he 1s 


z Job, iti. 15, 16. 
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the one God with the Father and the Son, he 13 
equally to be believed in as they are: and we 
are not only to believe his being and perfections, 
his deity and perſouality, his offices as a ſanc- 
tifier and comforter, and the operations of his 
grace on the fouls of men ; but there are par- 
ticular acts of faith, truſt, and confidence, to be 
exerciſed on him: as he is God, he is to be 
worſhipped, and this can't be done aright with- 
out faith; he is particularly to be prayed unto, 
and there is no praying to him, nor praying in 
him, without faith; we are to truſt in him for 
his help and affiſtance in prayer, and indeed in 
the exerciſe of every religious duty, and even of 
every grace, I fear miniſters of the word do 


not truſt in him as they ſhould do in the diſ- 


charge of their work, nor private Chriſtians in 
the performanoe of theirs : and beſides all this, 
there is an act of ſpecial faith to be put forth 
upon him, as upon the other two perſons ; for 
as we are to truſt in God the Father to keep us, 
through his power to ſalvation, and to truſt i in 
Chriſt for the ſalvation of our ſouls, and to 
truſt the ſalvation of them with him; ſo we 
are to truſt in the Holy Spirit for carry ing on, 
and finiſhing the work of grace on our ſouls, 
who is equal to it; we are to truſt the whole 
of it, with him, ane be confident & this very 

R773 
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thing ; as we may be, as of any one thing in 
the world, that he, the Spirit of God, which 
hath begun @ good work in us, will perſorm 
until the day of Jeſus Chriſt. | 

.2dly, The , prophets of the Lord are to be 
believed; firſt the Lord, and then his prophets 
being ſent by him, and coming from him, 
bringing a meſſage from him, and declaring his 
will; ſo the children of Iſrael at the red ſea be- i 
lieved the Lord and his ſervant Moſes c. . 

I, By the prophets are meant the prophets of 
the. Old Teſtament, who are to be believed, 
ſince they ſpoke as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghoſt ; the Spirit of the Lord ſpole by . 
them, and his word was in their {ongue © : 
dictated to them what they ſhould fay ; 1 be led 
them iuto all truths they delivered; he indited 
the ſcriptutes, of truth, and therefore they ought 
to be credited as ſuch: nay, not only all ſerip- 
ture is given by inſpiration of God, even all 
the writings of the prophets; but whatſoe ver 
things were written afore-time, were written 
er our learning, that we through patience and 
komfort of the ſcripiures might have hope : the 
whole of ſcripture is profitable for doctrine, for 
Teproof, for FOR, and for inſtruction in 


b Phil. i. 6. as e Exod. xiv, 31. 
4 2 Pet. i. 21, hs xxiii. 2. 
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righteouſneſs*; which ſeveral advantageous 


. 


uſes ſhould the more recommend the writings 
of the prophets to our faith and love ; and eſpe- 


cially ſince they contain many things in them 


concerning Chriit, the more immediate object 
of ſpecial faith; there are many things in the 


| Pfalms, and in the law, and in the prophets 


concerning him ; Moſes wrote of him, and all 


the prophets bear witneſs to him. Their writ- 
ings abundantly teſtify of him, of his perſon, 


offices, and grace, of what he ſhould be, and 


what he ſhould do and ſuffer ; they teſtified be- 


fore-hand of the ſufferings of Chriſt, and the 


glory that ſhould follow; and eſpecially we, at 


this time of day, have great reaſon to believe 


the prophets, ſince the far greater part of what 
they propheſied of, is exactly come to pals, 


The prophecies of Iſaiah, concerning the capti- 


vity of the Jews, and their deliverance from it 


by Cyrus, who is mentioned by name a hundred 
and fifty years dr more before he was born, have 


been punctually fulfilled. Alſo Daniel's pro- 
'phecies concerning Darius king of Perſia, and 
Alexander the Great, under the names of the 
ram and he-goat, and of the kings of Egypt and 
Sytia, and what ſhould be done in their times; 


and not only theſe, but others of greater im- 


e Rom, xv. 4. 2 Tim. iii. 16. 
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| portance, concerning the Meſſiah, lis bittli of a 
Virgin, the place of his birth, his miracles, 


ſufferings, and death, his reſurrection from the 
dead, aſcenſion to heaven, and ſeſſion at the 
right; hand of God, the effuſion of the Spirit, 
and the ſpread and ſucceſs of the goſpel in the 


Gentile world, as well as the deſtruction of the 


Jewiſh nation, for their rejection of him; on 
Account of all theſe things, and more, the pro- 
phets of the Old ment claim our faith and 


credit. 
9 The prophets of the New Testament are 


"oh be believed. The apoſtles of our Lord are by 


him called prophets and wiſe men; ſome of 
.which, he ſays, the Jews would 4/1, and cru- 


ei and others ſcourge b. they are ſo called, 


botli becauſe they were extraordinary preachers 
of the word, and fore-tellers of things to come, 

aud on both accounts were to be helieved. He 
that received them, received Chriſt, and he that 
rejected them, rejected him, and his Father 


that ſent him. John the divine, was emineutly 
a prophet in both reſpects, as he was a faithful 


e, 


aud of the teſtimony of Jeſus, and as he fore- 
told things to come, under a divine inſpiration: 
his Revelation is a prophecy of what ſhould be 


- 


8 Matt, xxili. 34» 


in 


* 

in che world and church, from his time, to the 
ſecond coming of Chriſt ; great part of which 
has been already fulfilled ; and there is all the 
reaſon in the world to believe the reſt will be 
accompliſhed. The ſayings. in it are the ſay- 
ings of God, and they are faithful and true; be- 
lieve what he has ſaid by this his prophet. The 
ordinary, and common preachers of the word 
are called prophets, and their preaching Pro- 
Th bheſying « : and though we are not to believe 
every | ſpirit, and every man that pretends to be 

a ſpiritual man, and a prophet, but try the 


irits whether they are of God, by his word, 


the ſtandard of faith and practice; becauſe many 


falſe prophets are gone out into the world * > 
yet ſuch who bring the doctrines of Chriſt with 


them, ſuch as are agreeable to the word of God, 


which are taken out of it, and eſtabliſhed by it, 


. ought to be believed and received, not as the 


word of man, but as in truth the word of God. 
The whole of divine revelation is to be be- 
hieved, which God has made by his prophets, 
whether of the Old or of the New Teſtament; 
and which is all comprehended in theſe words 
our Lord began his miniſtry with, Believe the 
goſpel s. not to believe this, is the damning fin 
e 1 Cor. xiv. 3, 4, 5. 29+ 32. 37. f r John iv, 1. 
8 Mark i. 15, 
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of unbelief, . ſo much ſpoken 705 in the New 
/, Teſtament; this was the ſin of the Jews, and in 
which the greater part died, that they believed 
not that Jeſus was the Meſſiah, and other im- 
portant truths concerning him, though they 
came with ſuch full evidence; this is the ſin of 
all. to whom the external revelation of the goſ- 
pel comes, and they believe it not; this is the 


. pin of the Deiſts of the preſent age, of all deniers, 


rejecters, and deſpiſers of the goſpel ; who ei- 
ther neglect to examine the evidence of it, or 
natwithſtanding the evidence of it, reject and 
contemn it; what will the end of ſuch perſons 
be, chat obey not the goſpel of Chriſt, that do 
not embrace, but negle& or deſpiſe it? They 
will be pyniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction; 
he tha 7 believeth not this revelation ſhall be 
damned, \ Thas 15 the condemnation, the cauſe, 
and a geravation of it, that light is come into the 


word, and men lovedarkneſs rather than light"; 


the darkneſs of nature, rather than a divine re- 
Velation. This ſort of unbelief, and not want 
of ſpecial faith in Chriſt, is the cauſe of mens 
"damnation. No man will be loſt or damned, 
| becauſe. he has not this faith; to ſay that God 
will damn any man, becauſe he has not this ſpe- 


eial faith in Chriſt, is to repreſent *** 


agen! ans 
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cruel of all beings,” as the Arminians ſay we 
make him to be; to damn a man for that which 
is folely in his power to give; for no man can 
believe in Chriſt with this fort of faith, unleſs 
it be given him of his Father: and which yet he 
determines not to give unto him, as unto all 
the non-eleck; and which man never had in his 
power to have or exerciſe, no, not iu the ſtate 
of innocence. Can any man believe that God 
will ever damin a man on fuch an account as 
this? This is juſt ſuch good ſenſe, as if it ſhould 
be ſaid; that a malefactor dies at Tyburn, for 


want of feceiving the king's pardon, he did not 


think fit to give him; tis true, if the king had 
given him his pardon, and he had received it, 
it would have faved him from dying ; but then 
it is not the want of the king's pardon, or of his 
receiving it, that is the cauſe of his condemna- 
tion and death, but the crimes he was charged 
with, and convicted of in open court. So, 
though if it pleaſes God to give men ſpecial 
faith in Chriſt, for the remiſſion. of their ſins, 


they will certainly be ſaved; but then it is not 
the want of this faith in the blood of Chriſt, for. 


tlie pardon of fins, that is the cauſe of any man's 


condemnutiou aud death, but the tranſgreſſions 
of the law of God, and the contempt of his 


Babe my have been guilty As is the re- 
5 E | vela- 
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velation which is made to men, ſuch is the ſaith 
that is required of them. If there is no reve- 
lation made unto them, no faith is required of 


them; and unbelief, or want of faith in Chrift, 


will not be their damning ſin, as is the caſe of 


the Heathens; for how ſhall they believe in him 
of whom they/ have not heard? and how ſhall 
they hear without a preacher |? no, they'll be 
condemned, not for their want of faith in Chriſt, 
or his goſpel; which they never heard of, but 


for their fins committed againſt the law and 


light of nature; as many as have finned with- 
out law; Hall Periſb without law : if a reve- 


lation is made, this is either external ot inter- 
nal; if only an external revelation is made, the 


faith required is an'aflent unto it, and a recep- 
tion of it; and ſuch who do not attend to the 


> evidence it brings with it, or reje& aud deſpiſe 


it, ſhall be damned: but if, beſides the exter- 
nal revelation, an internal revelation is made 


8 +y the Spirit of wiſdom, in the knowledge of 
Chriſt; or God by his word calls meu effectu- 


ally by his grace, and reveals his Son in them, 


as well as to them; this fort of revelation comes 


with ſuch power and iufluence upon the mind, 
as certamiy to produce a true and living faith. 
in the foul, which infallibly iſſues in eternal 


79 ſow. x. 14. k Rom. li. 12. * 
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Hife and happineſs; and of ſuch perſons, and of. 
ſuch only, acts of ſpecial faith in Chriſt are re- 
quired : and though the {in of unbelief is often 
found in them, it is ſuch as is conſiſtent with 
true faith in Chriſt, aud which in the iſſue is 
overcome by it: this is the ſin of unbelief, that 
is oppoſite to ſpecial faith, and obſtructs it in 
its acts; but partly becauſe it is pardoned with 
the other fins of believers, and partly becauſe 
it is finally fubdued and vanquiſhed, it is never 
the damning ſin of any. So I think the truth 
of things ſtands, I proceed, 
III. To conſider the advantages ariſing from 
faith in God, and in his word, eftabliſoment and 
proſperity. Now, though eſtabliſhment is an- 
nexed to faith in the Lord our God, and pro- 
ſperity to faith in his prophets ; yet this is not 
lo to be underſtood, as if eſtabliſhment only 
followed upon faith in God, and not upon faith 
in his word; and as if proſperity was the con- 
ſequence of faith in the word only, and not'of 
faith in God; whereas, as on the one hand, the 
prophets and miniſters of the word are the 
means of eſtabliſhing helievers ; hence the 
apoſtle Paul was deſirous of imparting the ſpi- 
ritual gifts he had received, o the end the 
3 3 ſaints 


[ 36 ] 


faints might be eſtabliſbed!, and ipcaks cf Cod 
as of power to eftabliſh men, according to his 
goſpel m; fo, on the other hand, ſpiritual peace 
and proſperity flow from faith in God; wha 
_ keeps ſuch in perfeft peace, whoſe mind 1s 
layed on him, b:cauſe he truſteth in himn; 
+ Wherefore theſe things are to be conſidered, not 
iu a {tric ſeparate ſenſe, but promiſcuouſly, as 
they axe the joint effects. of 26h fit in God, 
| and in his word, Pp 
Aſt. Efabliſi ment, whinh" is to Fa 3 
Rood, not of the ſtate of believers, but of their 
hearts, frames, graces and duties, | 
r. Not of the ſtate of the | people of God. 
which is in itſelf firm and ſtable, and cannot be 
made more ſo: they are ſafe in the arms of 
everlaſting love; they are not only engraven by 
the Lord upon the palms of his hands, and ſet 
as a ſeal len his arm, but alſo as a ſeal upon 
his heart. Nothing in heaven, earth or hell, 
can ſeparate them ftom his love; it is invariably 
tlie ſame, in, whatſoever condition or circum- 
ſtauce they ate; when he hides or chides, he 


till loves; he reſts in his love; it lis more im- 


move able than rocks and mouhtaus. They are 
_ fixed in the eee n whoſe Kanye 


1 Rom. i. Ft. wm Rom. xv}, 25. "D Ifa, Ari. 3. 
r 8 neither 
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neither fin, nor Satan, nor the world can pluck 
them, aud out of which they ſhall never fall. 
What was ſaid by the queen of Sheba, concern- 
ing Solomon, with reſpect to Iſrael; Becauſe 
thy God loved Ifraet, to ęſtabliſʒ them for ever, 
therefore. made he thee king over them o, may be 
ſaid of Chriſt, with reſpect to his people; that 


becauſe he loved the ſaints, and in order to eſta- - 


bliſh them for ever and ever, he put them into 
the hands of Chriſt, where they are fate from 
all danger and from every enemy. They are 


{ecured in the covenant of grace, which is ſure 


and immovable; its bleflings are the ſure mer- 
cies of David; its promiſes are yea and amen in 
Chriſt; it is eſtabliſhed on better promiſes than 
any other covenant; and the perſons in it can 
never be removed out of it. They are ſettled on 
the rock of ages, on which the church is built, 
againſt which the gates of hell can never prevail; 
they are built on a ſure foundation God has laid 
in Zion; ſo that, though ſtorms and tempeſts 
of corruptions, temptations, and afflictions, 


ſhould beat upon them, they ſtand unmoved 


againſt them all, being built upon a rock. They 
are in a ſtate of grace, in which they will ever 
remain; they are in a ſtate of juſtification, and 
ſhall never enter into condemnation; they are 


. © 2 Chron, ix. 8. 
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in the family of God, by adopting grace, out of 
| which they will never be turned; for, / a ſon, 
no more a ſervant,” but an heir of God through 
 Chrite; they are in a ſtate of regeneration, and 
can never be unborn again; they have the prin- 
ciple of grace, which ſprings up unto eternal 
fe: theſe things are fo chained together, that 
not one link can ever be broken; Whom he did 
 predeftinate, them he aſſo called, and whom he 
called, them he alſo juſtified, and whom he juſ- 
tified, them he alſo glorifieds. Now this eſta- 
© bliſhment does not axiſe from faith, nor is it by 
„it; if all the faith that ever was in the world, 
from Adam to this moment, was engroſſed and 
7, by one man, it would not make his 
Rate, God- ward, a whit the ſurer and firmer 
than it is. But, 

2. The hearts of God's 3 are very ſor 
oh and need eſtabliſhing ; they melt like wax, 
and flow. Uke water through fear, aud want of 
ſtttonger faith. | They are unſtable as water, as 

is ſaid of Reuben, and do not excel r; their frames 
are changeable and various: one while their 
mountain flands frong, and they ſay they ſhall 
never be moved; preſently God hides his face, 
and ona are S „ one that could ſay, | 


3 


LI p Gal. iv. 7. q Rom. viii. 30. 
r Gen, xlix. 4. s Pf, xxx. 6, 7. 
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The Lord is my portion, therefore will I hope in 
him, ſoon comes into ſuch diſtreſs as to put hrs 
mouth in the duſt, if /o be there may be hope " ; 
he whoſe love is as ffirong as death, cncanting 
fervent and ardent, the coals thereof give @ moſt 
vehement flame, which many waters cannot 
guench v, through the prevalence of corruption, 
the. force of temptation, and the ſnares of the 
world, waxes chill and cold. And he that 


ſeemed to be ſtedfaſt in the faith, falls from 


ſome degree of his ſtedfaſtneſs of it; and inſtead 
of quitting himſelf like a man, is like a child, 
toſſed to and fro with every wind of doctrine, 
wavers in his profeſſion, flackens in his duty, 
and is negligent of it. Now faith in God, and, 
his word, has a tendency to eſtabliſh the heart, 
and make it fearleſs; He fall not be afraid of 
evil tidings, even he whoſe keart is fixed, truſf{- 
Ing in the Lord ; his heart is eftabliſhed, he ſhall 
not be afraid *. as is a man's faith, ſo are his 
. other graces : if faith is in lively exerciſe, hope 
will be lively too, -and be as an anchor ſure and 
ſtedfaſt; his love will abound, for faith works 
by it; he'll become eſtabliſhed in the truths of 
the goſpel he believes, and has an experience of; 
he'll be more ſtable and conſtant in the diſcharge 
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of duty; he't- be. fedfaft and. immovealle, Al- 
„ abounding in the work of the Lord y. 
Adly, Profperty ariſes from faith in God. and 
his word; not temporal, but ſpiritual proſperity; 
not proſperity of body, but profperity of foal 
uch as Gaius had, whom the apoſtle Jahn thus 
falutes, Belau, I wiſh dbovr all thuugs, that 
- thou mapeſt proſper and be in health, even as 
thy. ſoul Sroſpercilin, on which #oul-profperity 
mitch has a very great influence. The ſoul is in 
good health, andirt a proſperous condition, when 
there is an appetite-for the! word when it hun- 
gers and thorſts after righteouſneſs ; when it de- 


* fees the lincere milk of the word; when it finds 


it, ald ents it By faith; wheil the word is mixed 
with faith upon hearing, and it is taken in aud 
digeſted by ie; as alſo When à foul has a com- 
fortable view; by faith, of the forgiveneſs. of its 
$0. cud blood of Chiifh :hntare diſeaſes, 
padron is the healing of them; and then is a be- 
lever in a proſperous condition, when he Sun 
of righteoufneſs' riſes on him with this healing = 


da i wings*; and when he, the inhabitant 7 


Zion, Mall not ſuy, I am fich, the reaſon of 
which is, becauſe the prople that dwell therein, 


Hall be forgiven their * ſo likewiſe 


y 1 Cor. xv. 58. 23 John 2. 
Mal. iv. 2. p 1. XIIil 2. 


when 
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when a man has much ſpiritual peace and joy, 


through believing in the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
for his juſtificatiqn ; in bis blood for the remiſ- 
ſion, of his ſins; and in bis ſacrifice for the atone- 
ment of them ; and ſpiritual j joy. is ſuch a certain 
concomitant, or conſequence of faith, that it is 
called the joy of faith e; ; and whoever is poſ- 
ſeſſed of it, muſt in a ſpiritual ſenſe be in proſ- 
Pond circumſtances. Such a one 15 fat and 
Aguriſhing, and all. be does proſpers: : and as 
proſperity i in the text carties in it an idea of vic- 
tory « over enemies, this may be aſcribed to faith; 
it is by faith the believer reſiſts Satan and los 
temptations: by holding up the ſhield of faith, 
he quenehes his fiery, darts, and obtains a con- 
queſtover him; as he does alſo over the world, the 

men, things and luſts of 1 it: Thes is the victory 
that overcomes the world, even our faith; who 
ts he that overcometh the world, but he. that 
believeth that Teſs ts the Son of God? what 
hergic actions, hat wonderful things have been 
done by faith! men through faith have ſubdued 


kingdoms, wrought righteouſneſs, obtained pro- 
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ſoch muſt be in ; proſperoys and flouriſhing Fir: 

. pb 

From the whole we learn, what an excellent 
aud recious grace the grace of faith f is; what 
uʒſe it is of, what purpoſes it lexyes, and what 
influence it has upon the ſtability and proſperity 
of che belieyer ; it is pity it ſhould be put « out of 
fits plage; for when it | keeps | its place, it is very 
uſeful and ſeryiceable ; ; but if it is put in the 
toom of Chriſt, it is. good for nothing, Care- 
ful we ſhould be, not to aſcribe that to the act, ' 
WE Which belongs to the- object. Tt may be kiiown, 
wuether a perſon bas this grace or no; for where 
| it 1 is, Chriſt is precious, 7o them that belitve he 

7 precious? it works and ſhews ſelf by love 

d0ð him, his word and ordinances; bis people, 
| and his ways; and it is attended with 8000 works, 
che frpits of righteouſneſs ; ; for faith without 

works ts deads: and if perſons are 1 ſatisfied that 

they have this grace, they ſhould be thankful 

. For it, and attribute; it, not to the power e of their 

own free will, but to the free grace of God, 

| - Whoſe gift it is; for it comes along with the abun- 

RI dant and ſuperabundant grace of God i in con- 
WE verſion. | And fuch who haye it ſhould pray | for 
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an 1. +3 it; face their ſtability aid pro» 
ſperity haye ſugh a connexion, with it; and 
ſhould guard againſt unbelief; and upon; eyery 
appearance af it, pray as the poor man did, 
Lord, I belieue, helh thou my unbeliſ . 

To conclude, ſince ſuch are the advantages 


of beheving in God and his word, take heed, 


brethren, leſt there be in any of you an evil 


heart of untelief, in dejorting from the liv- 


ing Foe}: 
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